
Trail Town: Design Checklist

Please check the city you are evaluating:
Ludlow

Covington

Newport

Bellevue

Dayton

Fort Thomas

Visual Appearance of Town & Storefronts Yes ~ No
1. Does the downtown feel distinct or special?

2. Does the town appear economically healthy?

3. Does your town feel safe?

4. As a whole, are you enjoying your walk of downtown? 

5. Are walls and storefronts kept free of graffiti? 

Buildings Yes ~ No
6. In general, are vacant storefronts reasonably maintained?

7. Does the community enforce building codes?

8. Is there a solid strip of businesses (e.g., not broken up by parking lots)? 

9. Are businesses situated at sidewalks?

10. Are historic buildings restored and recognized?

11. Are the structures in town in good condition overall? 

Storefronts
12. Are store windows clean? 

13.. Are store windows lit at night? 

14. Are storefronts well-maintained (i.e., no broken glass, crumbling brick, peeling 
paint, etc)? 

15. Do stores have attractive window displays? 

16. Are there audible amenities such as chimes, church bells, music, etc.? 

17. Are there banners?

18. Are storefronts decorated with flowers or hanging baskets? 

19. Are there drinking fountains or sources for potable water? 

20. Does the town use decorative lamp posts for night lighting?
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21. Are there enough benches?

22. Are there picnic area?

23. Are the benches well-placed? Are they in the shade, near high pedestrian 
traffic areas, etc.?

24. Are parks/green spaces easily accessible and welcoming to visitors?

25. Do parks have adequate bike racks/hitching posts and benches?

26. Are street trees used effectively?

27. Are native plants used in green spaces?

28. Are the sidewalks swept and kept neat and free of debris? 

29. Are there rain gardens or permeable surfaces in parking lots?

30. Are there recycling receptacles in town?

31. Are there sufficient trash cans in town?

32. Are there sufficient watering troughs for horses?

Signage and Information: Yes ~ No
33. Is there an attractive, well-placed access area sign? 

34. Is there exit directional signage? 

35. Is there an informational kiosk or bulletin board? 

36. Is there directional signage indicating destinations to east/west or north/south? 

37. Is there a rule/regulation/courtesy sign? 

38. Is there interpretive information? 

39. Is there information on contributing or volunteering? 

40. Is there information on nearby town amenities or services? 

41. Is there a map of the town with businesses/services on the bulletin board or 
kiosk? 

42. Is there a take-away map of the town with businesses/services listed? 

43. If the trail crosses any roadways, are the crossings safe? 

44. Are there signs to emergency facilities?

Parking Lots: Yes ~ No
45. How many parking space are in your trailhead parking lot? _____________

46. Do you have hitching posts and bike racks?

47, Do parking spaces have extra length for hitch-mounted bike racks? 

48. Does your parking lot have extra turning radius for shuttle vans or horse 
trailers? 

49. Is there safe interface between trail users and parkers? 
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50. Is there sufficient water activity parking? Do lots accommodate trucks with boat 
trailers? Are the lots well-located? 

Amenities: Yes ~ No
51. Are there flush-toilet facilities? 

52. Is there a portable toilet?

53. Is there a public water fountain? 

54. Are there trash receptacles? 

55. Is there landscaping to provide shade?

56. Are there picnic table(s)?

57. Are there pavilions or shelters?

58. Are there bike racks?

59. Are there hitching posts?

60. Are there benches?

61.  Is there security lighting?

62. Is there a pay telephone?
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